
The DeLight Bulb
by Mike Severloh



The DeLight Bulb reimagines the common light bulb, endowing it with increased levels of 
physical and emotional durability by fostering connection with its user  

through expressive visuals, customization, and repairability.
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WHY

The DeLight Bulb looks beyond the pragmatic and economic 
benefits of the LED light bulb. It addresses the inaccessibility of 
the functional LED components in existing LED light bulbs; an 
inaccessibility justified by the inherently long lifespan of LED bulbs. 
However, this can also be seen as a design limitation that acts as 
a barrier to repair of these components once they inevitably fail.

 
In addition to repairability, The DeLight Bulb brings an increased 
level of emotional durability. By overhauling the longstanding A19 
diffuser profile with a redesigned sculptural diffuser, the DeLight 
Bulb also becomes a visually expressive point of interest.

 
The DeLight Bulb’s combination of a visually expressive form with 
a right-to-repair results in the extension of the LED light bulb’s 
inherently lengthy lifespan.
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WHAT

In simple terms, the DeLight Bulb is a sculpturally-influenced, inter- 
changeable light diffuser that threads onto an E26/G9 lamp adaptor. 

The diffuser is made up of three injection-molded parts assembled 
and fused, resulting in a single hollow volume. These parts include 
the threaded collar, the diffuser’s base, and the diffuser shell. 
Once assembled and fused, the single-piece diffuser is threaded 
onto the lamp adaptor over top an internal G9 LED bulb.

Given the threading assembly, the DeLight Bulb’s diffuser provides 
the user the option to change diffusers as desired, as well as a 
level of precise positioning of the diffuser.
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HOW

The DeLight Bulb’s ability to envoke emotional connection and 
improve product longevity are due to its differences from existing 
light bulbs. These important differences elicit specific feelings or 
emotions that are non-existant with today’s light bulbs and the 
solely utilitarian relationship we have with them.

The DeLight Bulb possesses three important characteristics that 
help it forge a strong relationship with the user. Characterisitics 
that are novel to the light bulb and characteristics that help 
strengthen user connection.

The DeLight Bulb’s levels of emotional durability and product 
longevity are improved through the DeLight Bulb’s ability to 
surprise, to represent, and to be repaired by the user.
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SURPRISE

The DeLight Bulb is best experienced when 
caught by an unsuspecting, passing glance.  

In addition to its primary role as a source 
of light, a mere glimpse of the DeLight 
Bulb’s unexpected visual departure initiates 
the viewer’s psychological “find mode”; a 
momentary trigger that causes the human 
brain to generate extreme curiosity towards 
something unexpected or unfamiliar. 

This “surprise sequence” has been found to 
cause emotions to intensify up to 400 per-
cent, creating more intense feelings than 
normally experienced than when expected.

These intensified emotions result in a 
stronger user/product connection and thus, 
result in an increased level of emotional 
durability and product longevity tied to 
the level of delight the bulb brings.

REPRESENTATION

The DeLight Bulb looks to celebrate and 
draw attention to the light bulb; making it a 
point of interest rather than an object often 
hidden and taken for granted. 

The unique diffuser is a departure from 
the common light bulb’s profile and elicits 
opinion and personal preference. It also 
provides users with the opportunity to 
choose a light bulb based on their own 
visual preferences and desire to express 
personal tastes.

The option to choose a light bulb based 
on personal aesthetic preferences further 
strengthens the emotional connection a 
user feels to their bulb through the personal 
association it creates with them.

REPAIRABILITY

In addition to the emotional-durability 
strengthened by the surprise experience, 
and personal association with the user, the 
DeLight Bulb’s ability to be ‘repaired’ or 
‘renewed’ by the user also strengthens this 
emotional connection.

Studies show that a user’s ability to take 
apart, repair, and reassemble their own 
belongings improve a user’s emotional 
connection to their belongings. This con-
nection increases the likelihood of a user 
keeping their product for a longer period 
of time due to the investment put into 
repairing the product and the feeling of 
responsibility for its function.

Upon the inevitable failure of the DeLight 
Bulb’s internal light source, a simple, intui-
tive task has the user replace the bulb’s LED 
components. This means that the additional 
materials used to make up the bulb’s shell 
(base terminals, E26 screw base, lamp 
adaptor, and bulb diffuser) will be used 
again rather than discarded; as they are 
when today’s LED light bulbs fail. The cycli-
cal reuse of these materials brings the light 
bulb a new level of product longevity, the 
user a new level of pride or delight, and 
the product a higher level of sustainability 
as a whole.
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DIMENSIONS

Using the existing dimensions of the standard A19 light bulb, the DeLight Bulb was designed to fit 
within the same size guidelines in order to ensure its fitment into existing infrastructure. 

The entire DeLight Bulb sculptural family was purposefully designed to push the limits as a full 
departure from the light bulb’s existing profile. The challenge was to find features that would best 
diffuse the internal light source and reduce ‘fading’ or ‘spotting’ by positioning the walls a certain 
distance from the source. 1.5mm fillets were applied to all edges and setback fillets applied to all 
vertices to best soften hard shadow while maintaining soft lines to provide visual reference.
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PRODUCTION

Each part of the DeLight Bulb’s sculptural diffuser is produced 
through the injection-molding of a white resin polymer. This 
material is injected with a wall thickness of 1mm, allowing it to 
both be translucent enough to diffuse the internal light source as 
well as thick enough to maintain the volume’s structural strength.

Accura Xtreme 200 resin is a polymer that possesses desirable 
material properties making it a great option for a light bulb diffuser. 
It is a high strength, physically durable, watertight polymer that 
has a maximum glass transition (TG) temperature of 52C/126F 
and produces a smooth surface finish.
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REPAIR

Beyond its unique aesthetic and the emotional connection it 
fosters with the user, another difference that sets the DeLight Bulb 
apart from the common LED light bulb is its accessibility to its  
functional LED components

A G9 LED 120V bulb contains the same components as an LED 
bulb, but condensed into a single module. Once the G9 inevitably 
fail after tens of thousands of hours of use, the DeLight Bulb’s 
diffuser is simply unthreaded, the G9 replaced, and the diffuser 
reassembled. 

This means only the functional LED components are ultimately 
discarded, leaving the remainder of the DeLight Bulb’s still-usable 
materials to resume their function rather than being needlessly 
discarded. Resulting in 65% less waste than the discarding of an 
existing LED light bulb.
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OVERVIEW

In summary, the DeLight Bulb functions as a new take on the light 
bulb. It acts primarily as a source of light, but it also provides the 
user with the ability to connect with their light bulb through its 
visually expressive diffuser. It encourages users to celebrate the 
light bulb instead of hiding it, and it possesses an improved level 
of product longevity through its accessibility for repair.

These characterisitics all help the DeLight Bulb become a long-
lasting, focal point of interest and personal expression, all while 
acting as a pragmatic source of light.

The DeLight Bulb questions how much more important the things 
we take for granted could become if they simply fostered personal 
connection and a hightened sense of delight.
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CONTEXTUAL PRODUCT IMAGES
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